Role playing activity sheet on rain forest logging
Role playing cards
	Government official 

You believe that developing the logging industry will create the money needed to buy essentials such as petrol, medicine, manufactured goods, etc and to pay off debts to foreign banks. It will provide formal work for local people and this will in turn increase tax revenues and the standard of living for many people. In the long term this will lead to increased social spending on schools and health care. The whole economy will benefit but you are also concerned about pressure form groups like Green peace and western governments who want to protect the rainforest.


 

	Timber company director 

You can help Togo by providing roads, employment and electricity for local people. Your company will produce cheap goods for export which will help earn the country money. You need to expand your logging operations and this project will be particularly lucrative.


 

	Representative of an international environmental organisation 

You believe the amount of logging which is proposed will lead to a huge loss of plant and animal species. Many medicines depend on extracts from plants found in rain forests. There are also plants and trees which have potential as fruit and vegetable crops. Logging should be controlled to minimise the impact on local wildlife and visitors such as the swallow who depend on the insect life of the forest. Your concern is that further road building will only lead to more illegal logging. 


	Local person for logging 

The logging company will give us work, they will build us a new school, bring water supplies and electricity to our homes and a new road. This work will give you reliable income and employment although you are concerned about the temporary contracts and the lack of rights you have for good working conditions.


	Local person against logging 

We will lose our homes and traditional hunting methods which protect both the forest and our people. We will be shifted to new areas and there is no guarantee of work or benefits from the wealth the government will gain from selling our forest. The same thing has happened to other indigenous groups. Often they have become displaced people, fallen into poverty. Social problems like alcoholism can be a real problem.


	Local illegal logger

On the whole you feel let down by the government as they have done nothing to improve your life for many years. You resent people from outside interfering with your countries affairs. You understand that cutting trees illegally is wrong but companies are willing to pay good money for the wood and you need to put food on the table and send your 6 children to school.


	Local Rancher

You also resent the interference of foreign governments and have spent large amounts of money in recent years supporting the government and will continue to do so if they continue to deforest the land to make space for ranching. You are concerned that the land deforested 5 years ago is now already almost useless due its poor fertility. Some land as turned into nothing more than dust bowl.


  

	A person from Rainforest Alliance

You are a representative form an NGO that helps organize rainforest management projects. You specialize in creating employment opportunities for local communities where they can harvest rainforest products such as fruit, nuts and hard wood in sustainable ways that preserve the natural state of the forest. You would prefer the government to begin more sustainable projects such as sustainable forestry and agriculture


  

	A representative from a well known fast food franchise

You have huge financial and political influence over both MEDC and LEDC governments and  with meat consumption increasing worldwide you are desperate to increase your land space for cattle ranching. You are willing to pay good money but you are also aware that if you are not given enough land at the right price you will find land in other developing countries.


 

	A employee of local rancher

You have been employed for 3 years at a local cattle ranch that is contracted to supply beef to a well known US fast food franchise. Due to the falling quality of the soil your ranch reduced cattle. Recently colleagues of yours lost their jobs and you are concerned about the security of your own job. You would like to see more land given to the ranch but you are also like to use this opportunity to complain about the poor working conditions and pay you receive.


  

	The Chinese government

Your country has recently created some very strict national laws to protect its own tropical and temperate forests but because of its rapidly growing economy and population over 1.3 billion people there is an extraordinary demand for wood. It offers countries willing to deforest large amounts of money and is not particularly concerned about the sustainable forestry. The average number of meat meals per week has also increased form 1 to 4 in the last 10 years with there being an increasing need for beef.


  

	The European Union

The EU strongly advocates a sustainable approach to forestry. It understands the need for tropical hard woods and is in fact a sizeable import market for hard wood products and meat but it is has taken a very strong line against mismanagement of forests and is very concerned about the implication for climate change. It would like to see countries adopting a balanced approach to deforestation. The EU would like to see more forest management projects as organized through Rainforest Alliance.


	The US Government

As a representative of the US government it is important that you make concessions to support the EU in promoting more sustainable forest management. However your government was well backed during the recent elections by some logging and fast food multinational corporations. It is important that you support there need for more land and deforestation or you term in office may be jeopardized.


 

	A person working in sustainable forestry/agriculture

You own your own land (1 hectare) and have been taught to sustainable harvest forest products (such as fruits and nuts) on top of this you have also replanted several hard woods that can be sustainably harvested in 25 years time. Your farm is certificated through Rainforest Alliance from whom you received a small amount of funding and education. As a result of the project you have been able to support your growing family of 6 including 4 children. The farm has greatly helped you as the sustainable approach as helped to secure your livelihood and at the same time protect the forest. You no longer illegally log the forest.


 

	A representative from a Ecological tourist hotel chain

You are interested in developing a small hotel in isolated part of the rainforest to encourage tourists into the area. Your hotel will be managed in an ecologically sound way to minimize the impact on the local ecology. You hotel will include a nature trail and seek to fund local development and ecological projects. You hope that visitors will learn and retain a greater respect for the tropical rainforest through visiting the hotel. The hotel would look to employ up to 40 local people and if successful would look to develop hotels in other areas of the rainforest.


